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HOSPITAL PROFILES - BILL LOCASCIO 


What is the merriment over in the corner? Why, of course, 
it's Bill telling jokes. Bill, I bought these shoes during 
lunch hour and now they don't fit. Would you adjust them for 
me? You know, pad them here, stretch them there, lower the 
heel, etc. What? I should wear shoe boxes? Please, drop dead. 


This is the teasing, humorous side of Bill known to all of 
us, but there are many facets to Bill, and one of them is a side 
not known to most - a serious, determined drive for success and 
accomplishment. 


The drive in Bill began with his purents. His father, an 
engineer in Palermo, Sicily, where Bill was born, was a success- 
ful man in his profession. However, the drive in him would not 
let him rest until he had accomplished greater things, and these, 
he felt, could only be attained in the U.S. Thus, in 1907, he 
packed up his family and came to New York. Alas! The New World 
was not the land of easy fortune that he had expected; it was 
necessary to toil even harder than he hed before because there 
were new customs and a new lansuage to learn, adjustment to 
osF SC different working conditions to be made, and so many strange 
effects occurring each day. However, the family finelly settled 
down and the children were sent off to school. 


~ 


Bill was graduated from P.S. 74 and entered Stuyvesant High School in 1918 at a period 
when the U.S. was in the throes of World War I. Bill had light-hearted ambitions then, 
such as making the track team, and sure enough he won second place in the 70 yard dash track 
meets of the Roosevelt Athletic League. During his second year in High School, Bill's 
mother died at the early age of 44 leaving behind five sons and one daughter. This was a 
heavy blow for the family and once again they had to start anew, this time without tneir 
mother. Bill had been studying music and violin under the direction of Professor Aldanti. 
However, the craze for jazz music, especially that of the saxaphone, convinced Bill he 
would do better mastering this instrument. In fact, he went whole hog and mastered the 9 
pieces of the saxaphone family. Having accomplished this, Bill set off for a career in 
the entertainment world by jining Local 802 P.R. (pre-Petrillo). He covered the vaudeville 
circuit with an 18 piece band for 28 months, but since the talking movies had made heavy 
inroads in the industry, vaudeville took its last gasp and Bill was out of a job. Any 
ambition in this field was completely blocked. What to do now? 


Nothing daunted, our hero got a job with the Consolidated Edison Company and co1itinued 


his education in Bryant Evening H4gh School where his electives were studies in 
electrical work. However, Bill was not happy at Edison's and went into his own 
electrical contracting business, where he lost his shirt. Was he ever going to 
find himself and really become the success he so wanted to be? His future was 
beginning to look pretty grim. Help came in the form of his uncle, Salvatore, 
long an employee with the Brace Shop of HSS. Bill came here and under the super- 
vision and guidance of Gus Stenze and Dr. Royal Whitman began to make great strides. 
Later, Doctors Robert Lee Patterson, Straub, Carr and many others took him in 
hand and taught him new tricks in the art of plate-making and shoe corrections. 
They invited him into the clinic booths, where they examined the patients, so that 
he would get a better knowledge of anatomy and the crippling effects of disease. 
He was also encouraged to attend medical lectures outside of the hospital from 
which he gathered many new viewpoints which helped him with his work. Bill, an 
apt pupil, not only learned quickly but began to invent and design. Putting all 
his energies into his work, he soon developed three new types of plates and, with 
the help of Jimmy Menin, our shoe designer and technician, worked out an ex- 
cellent method of shoe correction. Bill also introduced the wooden block to take 
the place of a cork elevation that could be applied in jobs that had to be com— 
pleted in extremely short periods of time. Now he was really happy and his 
future looked secure, for there was room in his field for many new developments 
and improvements in order to benefit the patients. 


Yes, the drive born in Italy and brought to the U.S. is continuing, for not 
only has Bill achieved success but Bill's brothers and sister are each and every- 
one successful in his or her chosen field - such as dress designing, engineering 
and sales. Bill's two children are well on their way to achievement, for his 
daughter is a French and Spanish translator while his son is planning to become 
an M.D. The hopes and ambitions of Bill's father, which had been turned into 
disappointments, sorrow and doubt, were gradually re-established in Bill through 
the medium of hard work, perseverence and the intelligent development of his 


many talents. 
BA 


PHYSICAL THERAPY 


We recently had a visit from one of our Scandinavian friends in the person of Miss Gerd 
Iverson of Bergen, Norway. The Physical Medicine's contribution to the Hospital's United 
Nations seems to be a goodly number of Swedes and Norwegians. Many of our personnel 
originally hail from this part of the world and there is always one among us who is fresh 
from her Native lend. These Scandinavians add many laughs to our working lives around here. 
It is natural to expect that there should be a certain amount of mispronunciation of the 
English lenguage but these people, all of whom I am sure are very funny in their own language, 
manege to riotously mix up their English metaphors, and twist around the most unlikely 
words. The other day Miss Westerborn remarked that she saw a ledy wearing a beautiful 
leo-pard(pronounced as spelled) coat. It took us some time to understand what kind of coat 
the lady was wearing, Then we are always putting flowers in "wases", "trumphing" the wrong 
colour" when we play bridge, and many other new and different things. Well, I have wandered, 
I should like to return briefly to the subject I started out with, namely Miss Iverson. 
She dropped in to say ‘hello’ en route from Houston , Texas to her home in Norway. She has 
Spent a year in this country altogether. We hope to see her back here again before too long. 
JM. B. 
FEE EBHOGHECHEHE 


BRACE SHOP 


A very "MERRY CHRISTMAS" and I hope a "Peaceful New Year" to each one from a worker who 
was a patient. G. Heil. 
Se ae rr ae 


ORTHOPEDIC RESIDENTS 
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FAREWELL TO CARLOS or OFF TQ IOWA 


A short play in ee Ac 


Act 1 A Collection of Khourios 


We are very happy to have you with us, Doctor Khoury. I hope you came 
prepared for hard work; out west, we don't fool around. 


Yes. I have brought my Khoury-comb and my Cuti-Khoury soap. 
I'm sure you'll do well. You are such a likely looking chap. 


I hope you have a houri for Khoury because otherwise I'll commit hara- 
Khoury. 


Won't you have sowe refreshments before we go on rounds? 

Why that is genuine Khoury-tesy. I'd like a nice cold glass of Coca-Khoury. 
I'll dispatch a swift Khoury-er 

ACT Il Ham from the Risser—back 

Here is one of my recent operative cases. 

That looks so good that I would have though that I had done it myself. 

Tell me about scoliosis. You worked with Doctor Cobb, didn't you? 

We'll punt on that. 

What?? 

I belong to the ten-foot—pole club. 

Here are the x-rays on a4 case with triple curves. We fused the primary one. 
Tell me, is that fusion solid or not? Christo in los foothillos!!! 

Don't you think we were right to pperate? 

It's not who's right; it's what's right. 

Well-——- 

It's wore important to get your bait back. 

We used some bone bank bone. How much would you use? 
If a little is good, more is better. 


This patient has a corse}, but doesn't wear it. Perhaps he should have a 
brace? 


He'll get just as much benefit from not wearing a corset as he would from 
not wearing a brace. 


STEINDLER: What do you recommend? 


KHOURY : He looks like a pretzel; too bad he didn't come to me for treatiient. 

STEINDLER: SOcccccece 

KHOURY : Now what was I saying before I so rudely interzupted myself? 0, yes, that 
fits into my series L#l. 

STELNDLER: We never operate on secondary curves. 

KHOURY : Never say never; say relatively seldom if ever. 

STEINDLER: When do you discharge scoliosis patients? 

KHOURY : Never !23 


ACT III Last Word Department 
STEINDLER: Khoury you think your are, anyway? 


C.H. and R.C. 


INFORMATION DESK 
The other day a letter was received addressed as follows:- 


Without a moment's hesitation Miss Wright put it in the proper mail box! To whom 
would you have delivered this letter? For verification of your answer apply to 


Miss Wright. 
FRR Rhine 


DIETARY DEPARTMENT 


Joseph Tucker a former cook in Main Kitchen was notified to report for duty for the 
Army on December 4th, 1950. A party was given to Joe by his co-workers in the 
Employees Cafeteria on Friday, December lst, 1950. A fitted travelling kit was 
presented to Joe with Best Wishes and Luck from all. 
E. ph 
JERI EERE 
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PUTTING ON 
THE FINISHING 
TOUCHES 


DR. THOMAS 
MORRISSEY 


"NOW LET ME SAY THIS"- 


DR. DINGMAN 
AND FRIEND 


MISS L. ROSE 
THERAPEUTIC 
DIETITIAN 


THE NIGHTINGALES CHIRP THAT: 
We wish Everyone a Bright and Merry Christmas! 


And may we all look toward a Happy New Year! 


pe, Hark. The herald angels sing--- 


4 oddedig #ce | 


Festivities for Christmas are here and happy parties are planned 
for the patients. The nurses will soon have their wards trimmed 
and invaded with their own spirit of Christmas. We can hear 
Santa's sleigh bells already. Wonder who will be hiding under 

his beard Xmas when he visits the kids? ----- Santa Claus has a 
new helper- Miss Perrin of 4 C. She is so snowed under with the 
making of Bean-Bags and French dolls for Xmas that we hope she will 
be able to come out from under her work in time for Xmas dinner. 
----- By now we have trained our alarm clocks to blare forth one 
hour later. With the cold blasts from without and the warm cozy 
bed within the patients are glad for an extra snooze = and so are 
wee In case there are any who have not observed we are all arriv- 
ing one hour later on our shifts of duty--and we are not tardy: 
Activities of the day are now being adjusted so that we can fit 

in all the care of a patient comfortably and smoothly. ----= Great 
excitement ensued from P.P.4 last week when Gymnocorymbus Ternetzi 
(we affectionately call him Buster) decided that life by himself 
was too dull. He had spoken to Miss Clymer about this but she 
decided that all he really needed was a cold bath. But Buster had 
other ideas so he faked a beautiful faint. Heat was applied plus 
much cooing and ahing. He revived but became very depressed and 
moody. After a hurried consultation with Dr. Burgess it was de- 
cided that even a tropical fish cant be an isolationist--so0 off 
he trotted up to the Lab to join his fellow playmates. ----- 

Have you observed any daubs of paint on her nose? Well, Miss 
Newman is now painting from ceiling to floor and wall to wall 

her new apartment. The joys of a home of your own. ------ Mrse 
Emma Koci of 4 A has every right to be proud of Emma Jr. She has 
been on the Dean's list every month since she became a student at 
Miami University. ------ Miss Harris came on evening duty a few 
weeks ago literally walking on air, oblivious and ecstatic. Having 
walked over, through, or around Mr. Young she finally stated that 
she had just been married. Mr. Young sent her home on a honeymoon 
holiday for the evening. -----=- We sleuthed (but not far) and 
found hidden talent on P.P.4. Miss Gaucher, with her paints and 
her easel, has taken her place among the artists of Washington 
Square. And we heard about the Bayside concert with Miss Clymer 
at the piano and Miss McManus and Miss Gaucher singing. When is 
your next performance? -----=- Things that make you like your 
fellow mane The Misses Adelaide Burk and Eileen Johnson, friends 
of the charge nurse on 4 A gave a " Bring a Christmas gift for 

4 A" party last week. As a result 4 A is well stocked with many 
lovely different gifts - games, socks, silk material for scolio 


chins, sweets and books. 4 A thanks you so much. ----- - 
HED ERE S Perens: K.H. 


We extend our thanks to the donators for all contributions to our retired Employees 
Christmas Fund. Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year. 
B.L. & H.R. 


Social Service Notes 


The Christmas Season in the Social Service Department is always one of 
frenzied activity because of the planning for gay festivities for our ward and 
clinic children. We would never be able to bring so much joy to our children 
at this happy time if it were not for the help of our many firends. For Instance-- 


It has been the custom every Christmas for the Women's Auxiliary-Social 
Service Committee to fill the Christmas stockings for our ward children. The 
week before Christmas you will find every nook and cranny of Mrs. Dervend's 
office crammed full with gey stockings just bursting with beautifully wrapped 
presents. The members have always derived a tremendous amount of fun shopping 
for our boys and girls and wrapping the gifts. This year, the Corner Shop 
Committee is planning to help some of our Women's Auxiliary members with their 
shopping, and undoubtedly a number of the Corner Shop cute little toys and 
attractive nyvelties will be included in the stockings. No one can describe 
the open-mouthed wonder of each child when he awakens on Christmas morning to 
find an attractive, olump Christmas stocking patiently sitting at the foot of 
his bed just waiting to be plucked of its treasures. 


Another momentous Christmas event which takes place year after year is the 
marvelous Christmas party givm by the Union League Members at the Club for 
one hundred of our boys and girls. They offer a delicious chicken dinner, and 
entertainment consisting of a magician, a clown, dancing and animal acts. The 
celebration ends with Sante Claus riding in on his sleigh bestowing upon each 
child a shopping bag filled with good things to eat, warm articles of clothing 
and méeny intricate games and toys. 


Mr. Minor of the Hguitable Life Assurance Company felt thet it was more in 
keeping with the Spirit of the Season to spread good cheer among sick children 
in « hospital rather than spend a great deal of money on an office party. Con- 
sequently, he presented the idea to his staff and, fortunately for our ward 
children, it was accepted very readily. This will be the third year that 
Mr. Minor and his staff will be bringing joy to our children. His parties are 
quite lavisn for the gifts are numerous and the entertainment professional. 

The children are asked in advance to express their wish regarding a particular 
gift and, if it is at all possible, the wish is fulfilled. Besides many 
beautiful toys, the children are presented with lovely bathrobes and bed jackets. 


Another group of children not forgotten at Christmas time are the cerebral 
palsied. The Infant's, Children's and Teen's Wear Buyer's Association, under 
the supervision of Miss Cecelia Cooper of that Company, are planning e gay party 
on the 19th of December. It has been their custom to provide each child with 
many attractive articles of clothing and charming toys. A Christmas tree and 
refreshments will round out the festivities. 


The Gilbert and Sullivan Society have already presented us with a very 
generous number of gayly wrapped toys for our clinic children. Famyear, the 
Society holds a Gilbert and Sullivan festival to which each member must bring 
a gift. After the festival has ended, the gifts are given to our Mrs. Johnston 
(who has always been kind enough to represent our department that evening) and 
with the help of an Mmerican Red Cross driver the cifts are brought to our 
office. They are then sorted and distributed to the children. 


With warm feelings of appreciation, may we wish these friends and the 
Hospital family a Blessed Christmas and a Very Happy New Year. 


FA 


FROM THE CAMERA 
OF OUR ROVING 
PHOTOGRAPHER 


"SULLY" 


A CORNER OF 
THE LAUNDRY GERRY AND KAREN 


JOE GAFFNEY 


ALUMNI NEWS 


Last month this column was so long that we were forced to omit a few 
items of interest regarding Alumni who were unable to attend the annual meeting. 
This month this column is so short that we are glad to report these omissions. 


Dr. Arthur H. VanDyke of Atlanta Georgia wrote to us on November lst 
expressing his regret at being unable to make the trip to the Alumni Meeting, and 
saying "I know the meeting will be an inspiration to all who can attend and I | 
regret that I am denied that pleasure." According to the books, Dr. VanDyke 
was a resident on the Orthopaedic Service of this hospital from 1895 to 1897, and 
although we haven't checked it, we feel he must be our oldest living alumnus, and 
hope one of these years he may be able to make the trip and visit all of us. 


When Dr. Harry DePan sent in his dues in October, he also expressed re- 
gret that he could not attend the Alumni Meeting because Uncle Sam had ordered him 
back to service, interrupting his residency at the Hartford Hospital. His brief 
description stated "being called back into the service (Navy, for duty with the 
Army in Texas)" seems confusing to us, but thet's his report. 


Dr. William Fister visited us on October 19th saying that he too expected 
to be in service within a few weeks and thet his residency at Memorial Hospital 
would also be abruptly terminated. Looks as though we should soon start a military 
section in this column. 


Colonel Joseph Shaeffer, formerly one of our Attending Surgeons, visited 
the hospital on October 30th. We didn't see him, but hear that he is now in 
Texas. 


On October 28th, Dr. and Mrs. Russell Lamb of our Indianapolis section 
stopped in to see old friends around the hospital. E.M.B 


FARRAR 


With this issue the Record and Chronicle completes its first year since its 
publication was resumed last January. It has been a year of trial and error for 
the editors , one of finding out what you wanted in your paper. If the circulation 
figures are a gauge of your approval the Record and Chronicle appears to be 
succeeding. The issue of January 1950 totalled 400 copies. We now mst print 600 
to meet with the demand. 


The Board of Editors want to take this opportunity to thank all of you who faithfully 
each month have supplied the copr that made publication possible. We are also grateful 
to those whose snapshots added so much to the paper. We ask your cooperation again 
next year. If you will give us that, we shall do our best to make the Record and 


Chronicle a paper which we all can be proudof,. 
Finally, we wish you all a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


Board of Editors:- 
J. Callender Heminway 
Mrs. Ellen Brehm Miss Esther Alessandrini 
Mrs. Olive Fischer Miss Lee Morrison 
Miss Katharine Halsted Miss Ellen Brady 
Mrs. Kim Barrett 
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CEREBRAL PALSY 


Cerebral Palsy Clinic is getting ready for Christmas, but somehow the real enthusiasm 
necessary to get into the proper Yuletide spirit has not yet ascended to the fifth floor. 
(Or does enthusiasm have descending properties?) 


The best we can do under the circumstances is to send our very best wishes to every 
Recorder, Chronicler and Reader for a Merry Christmas - and lots of happiness in the New 
Year just around the corner. Until 1951 then. 


P.S. We are glad that we are only monthly contributors to the Record and Chronicle. 
With all the shattering news that's fit to print, that is from the C.P. corner our colum 
as a daily one would look like the proverbial open spaces of the Middle West. 


L.M. & LeDe 
FEE EHHHBBHEHGHE 


HAIL AND FAREWELL! 


Before he left for Brazil Dr. Israel Bonomo made an unexpected visit to the editor of 
this paper - to ask a favor which we gladly granted. His request to us was that we say 
"Goodbye" for him to all his friends in the Hospital and at the same time wish them all 
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


VOLUNTEER DEPARTMENT 


With seventy volunteers working in the month of November, we were able to function back 
to normal. Eacy day there are twelve posts to be filled by a volunteer. Our Blue Coats 
here and there, throughout the hospital where needed, quietly and efficiently aiding 
both patients and departments. An unexpected call for help in Wmergency, filing or new work 
is met. 

C.A.F. 


OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 


Mrs. Mavis Jemielita has taken the position left vacant by Miss Moeller in the 
Occupational Therapy Department. She is a graduate of the Toronto School of 0O.T. 
end has had four years experience at "ssex County Sanatorium in Windsor, Ont. and 
two years in the Windsor Curative Workshop which is sponsored by the Canadian Red 
Cross in Windsor. Miss Betty Lincoln is resigning from our staff to start a children's 
rehabilitation program at the new Bellevue Rehabilitation Unit. 

FERGIE oe D.N. 


Contributed by a patient in Room 53. 


He has a keen analytical mind, a most prized possession, 

Which has made him an outstanding figure in his profession 

His penetrating knowledge, training, and skill, make it to me appear, 
That in the treatment of Arthritis, Dr. Freyberg hasn't a peer. 


At the Hospital for Special Surgery there is a Physician, 

“ho in Portugal, will occupy an eminent position. 

Because of his training here, he will achieve fame far and wide, 
And Dr. Da Cruz's efforts to heal, will be well fructified. 


Compliments of 
J. McDonald 


_— en Se Digna Kettvandih 


‘HOSPITAL, Fo YOR SPECIAL SORGERY 


TO THE STAFF AND PERSONNEL OF THE HOSPITAL 


At this season of the year you are all busy with efforts to bring joy 
and cheer to our patients and your friends. At Christmas time we celebrate the 
birth of the Christ Child who came to bring tidings of joy and good will, who 
taught kindness and compassion toward one another, who gave us our concept of 
dignity of and respect for the human soul. We celebrate Christmas only once a 
year, but as a hospitel, ministering to the sick, we are practicing throughout 
the year the meanings of Christmas. 


I want to congratulate the entire staff and personnel for their 
successful efforts in giving kind, courteous and thoughtful care to our oatients, 
their relatives and friends. A few testimonials, which follow, show how well 
your job has been done. 


My personal wishes to you for a very Merry Christmas and a successful 
New Yeer. 


F. Wilson Keller 
Director 
FARRER Gr 
Written by a Private patient to one of our Board of Managers: 


" I know you have taken a lot of pride in this Hospital and give a lot of time to its 
affairs, so as I leave this P.M. I want to write you this note to tell you what a_ 
wonderful place I think it is. I have been well enough for the last week to get around 
a good deal, and I cannot begin to tell you how impressive I have found the atmosphere 
of the whole place. From the point of view of a Private patient your Hospital is 
efficient, kind and friendly - with really excellent food - and my wife as a visitor 
shares with me the above impressions, which by and large is an additional compliment. 


One gets so many kicks in the pants these days, that since I have something nice to say 
I thought I would say it." 


From a former patient who came here as an emergency case:- 


"I wish you would please say thanks a million to all your 100% staff from Dr. --, Miss --- 
the nurse, telephone operators, clerks, elevator operators and all the nurses up in 
Ward 4 for their 100% attention they gave my wife who was a patient in Ward JC. 


When I brought my wife into your wonderful Hospital she was a very sick woman but Dr.--- 
and Miss--- got her to bed and made her comfortable. She also received the same wonderful 
attention day and night until she was discharged a cured woman, thanks to Dr-— and 


your entire staff." 
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From a Semi-Private patient: 


"It was very pleasant to read in the Herald Tribune that an institution like yours could 
be operated in these times for a period of a year without loss. 


Someone of my family had occasion to use the facilities of the Hospital for a few days 
recently. The patient had some very nice things to say about the efficiency and attitude 


of the staff and what is more surprising to me - the food.. I noted that a bed had 
been vacated for only a matter of minutes when this patient arrived and was reoccupied 
in about the same time by another patient as soon as vacated. That indicated business 
efficiency which to me is so hard to achieve where you are dealing with illness and 
affliction." 


From a patient in Ward 4C: 


"My cousin's wife has been in your Hospital at 321 East 42nd Street, Ward 4C for the 

past three months and I do want to express to you, as President of the Hospital - not 
only our appreciation - but that of the entire family, for the wonderful care she had 
(she fell in January and broke not only her hip but her shoulder as well). I cannot 
speak too highly of both doctors and nurses and it is a great source of satisfaction to 
feel that if one cannot afford a private room one can have such faithful and devoted care 
so cheerfully given." 


From a former patient in the Gibney Pavilion: 
"It would not seen right that I should leave the Hospital without telling you what fine 
care I feel that the patients in this Pavilion receive. Quite honestly, I cannot say 
enough for Miss---, her group, and the esprit of the morning hours - happy, cheerful 
competent people. Obviously working happily together is the greatest boon to a patient's 
recovery. Despite the fact that I missed my spring garden and summer planting this has 
not been an unhappy time for me. I marvel that in these times you can maintain so much 
of the atmosphere that has always been the quality which distinguished Special Surgery 
above all hospitals." 


From a former patient in Ward 4 Bs 


"As a Private patient of Dr.--- from April 10th to April 15th I want to take this oppor- 
tunity to express my sincere appreciation for excellent care shown to me during ny 
hospital time. The nurse in charge of the Ward, the practical nurses and orderlies in 
all three shifts showed kindness, patience and understansing in dealing with me. Further- 
more, the beds were kept spotlessly clean as well as the towels, by daily changes. The 
meals were all good quality, tastefully prepared and of sufficient quantity to satisfy 

the most ravenous appetite.'' 


From the mother of a child who was a polio patient here from Palestine: 
"Having returned with my child to Israel, I wish to convey to you and to your staff the 


expression of my deep gratitude for the efficient treatment my child was given during 
her stay in your hospital. / 


My child is today completely cured due to the care she has received in New York. I thank 
you ever so mich for everything." 


From the mother of an Outpatient who came to our Cerebral Palsy Clinic: 
"May I write a few words of thanks for the courtesy and kindness your staff shows towards 


your patients. Believe me, I want to thank you with all my heart on behalf of my baby, 
examined in February at the Cerebral Palsy Clinic." 


